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The Penn Center announces its new Director of Education and Personnel 

  

St. Helena Island, S.C. — Dr. Tonya Allen Jenkins has joined the Historic Penn Center as their 

new Director of Education and Personnel. Prior to joining the Penn Center family, she was the 

Director of Education at the Children’s Center, Inc. the second oldest non-profit organization on 

Hilton Head, Island.  

 

Tonya has an unbelievable love of education and has shown her love through her 25 years of 

dedication in educating our young children.  Tonya has earned her Doctorates degree in 

Education as well as two Master’s in Early Childhood Education and Curriculum and Instruction 

from The University of Phoenix.  Her Bachelor of Arts in Educational Studies/Elementary  
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Education from Clark Atlanta University. Tonya is a proud member of the Beaufort County First 

Steps where she has served as a board member for several years, National Association for the 

Education of Young Children, Certified Trainer for the American Red Cross, Member of the 

National Honor’s Society and a trainer for South Carolina–Center for Child Care Career 

Development. 

Tonya has been instrumental in training educators as well as managing a nonprofit childcare 

facility of Teachers and support staff for over 20 years. During the course of her years she has 

led her team to successfully elevate from a B rating to a B+ rating with South Carolina 

Advocates for Better Childcare and was successful in starting a SC 4k program in the facility. 

Tonya resides with her daughter Shaunice and nine-month old grandson Cassius in the Ann’s 

Point Community of Grays Hill. 

Penn Center is honored to have Dr. Tonya Allen-Jenkins on staff at the Historic Penn Center.  

For more information on ways to assist Penn Center please email: vsmalls@penncenter.com or 

call: (843) 838-2432 and visit: www.penncenter.com   

Penn School - Penn Center 

Historical Narrative 

  

For 154 years, Penn Center National Historic Landmark District, located on St. Helena Island, South 

Carolina, has been at the epicenter of African American education, historic preservation and social justice 

for tens of thousands of descendants of formerly enslaved West Africans living in the Sea Islands, known 

as the Gullah Geechee people.  They have continued to survive and represent the most tangible living 

example of one of the outcomes of the Port Royal Experiment, a plan to tutor the freedmen out of slavery 

and into freedom.   

  

Founded in 1862, Penn School was one of the first academic schools in the South established by Northern 

missionaries, to provide a formal education for formerly enslaved West Africans.  After the school closed 

in 1948, Penn became the first African American site in South Carolina whose primary purpose was to 

safeguard the heritage of a Gullah Geechee community.  

  

Later, in the 1960’s, Penn Center took up the mantle of social justice by ushering in the Civil Rights 

Movement and serving as the only location in South Carolina where interracial groups, such as Dr. Martin 

L. King, Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the Peace Corps could have safe 

sanctuary in an era of mandated segregation.   

  

Penn Center continues to thrive as a national monument promoting historic preservation, as well as a 

catalyst for economic sustainability throughout the Sea Islands.  Its far-reaching impact on local, national 

and international communities has been the greatest legacy of the Penn Center’s history.   

  

Penn Center’s mission is to promote and preserve the history and culture of the Sea Islands. 


