
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

October was certainly an exciting month. We had 

a very good What the Heck IS It?, but then Hurri-

cane Matthew disrupted our lives and our archae-

ological activities; I hope no one sustained any 

serious damage and all are getting back to normal. 

The Coastal Discovery Museum sustained a lot of 

damage and is not able to host our meeting this 

month, so we will be meeting at the Hilton Head 

Library instead.  Our speaker will be Steve Smith 

of SCIAA, who will talk about his new discover-

ies at Ft. Motte. Steve last spoke to us about Ft. 

Motte in October, 2005, and he has a lot of new 

material with which to update us. Because of the 

disruption caused by Matthew, we will forego our 

Christmas Social this year, but the Arkhaios Film 

Festival has been rescheduled for December 1-3, 

so I hope to see you all there. 

Dave Gordon 
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WELCOME STEVE SMITH  DISCUSSING FORT MOTTE 

FORT MOTTE 

Today, the Fort Motte Battle Site is listed in the 

National Register as follows: 

“Fort Motte was militarily significant as the prin-

cipal depot of British convoys between Charles-

ton and Camden during the American Revolu-

tion. Built in 1767, Fort Motte was actually a 

country farm and the center of Mount Joseph 

Plantation, the Motte family`s up- country- es-

tate. Located near the junction of the Congaree 

and Wateree Rivers, the plantation was a strate-

gic point on the British supply route between 

Camden and Charleston. The fort was described 

as a new mansion house, situated on a high 

commanding hill, surrounded with a trench. 

General Francis Marion and Colonel Henry Lee 

ordered the fort be burned and fired upon the 

British, and consequently, Captain McPherson 

surrendered. The British surrender of the fort 

alarmed Lord Rawdon and hastened his retreat 

from Camden to Charleston. Also of historical 

interest was exemplary patriotism that Mrs. Re-

becca Motte exhibited in agreeing to sacrifice 

her home for the cause of American independ-

ence. Rebecca Motte’s brother, Miles Brewton, 

gave her the East Indian arrows designed to ig-

nite upon impact that she provided to Marion 

and Lee in order to force the British troops to 

surrender the fort and battlefield. In turning over 

these arrows, Rebecca Motte sacrificed her own 

home, and thus the fort burned causing the 

British to surrender.”  

MEETING DATES 

The November 2016 meeting will be held on Saturday, Novem-

ber 12th at 1:00 PM in the small conference room of the Hil-

ton Head Library. 

We will hold our meetings this fall on Saturdays to accommo-

date folks who work on weekdays and to see if we can improve 

attendance. 

The November meeting will be held in the Library because the 

Coastal Discovery Museum is closed as a result of Hurricane 

Matthew. The next Chapter meeting will be held in January 

2017.    

http://WWW.ASSC.NET


  STEVEN D. SMITH 

Dr. Smith graduated from the Virginia Military 
Institute in 1973 with the B.A. in history. During the late 
1970s he attended graduate school, worked for a private 
contracting firm, and in 1982 became the Historic Archae-
ologist in Louisiana’s State Historic Preservation Office. He 
received a M.A.in Anthropology, with a specialty in ar-
chaeology, in 1983 from the University  of  Kentucky. In 
1986 he came to SCIAA as the Deputy State Archaeolo-
gist. In 1991 he was named Assistant Director of the Mid-
western Archaeological Research Center at Illinois State 
University. Steve returned to SCIAA in 1992 and was the 
Head of the Resource Division, later the Applied Research 
Division, and obtained his Ph.D. in 2010 at the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, University of South Carolina. In 
2010 he was named the Associate Director of SCIAA and 
in 2014 was named Director of SCIAA. 

Steve’s archaeological experience includes ex-
tensive cultural resource management work for the De-
partment of Defense, which resulted in popular histories 
of American settlement in and around Fort Polk, Louisi-
ana, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, and Camp Atterbury, 
Indiana. He also has written several histories about the 
lives of African Americans soldiers at such places as Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, Fort Huachuca, Arizona, and 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina for the Department of De-
fense. Steve’s research interest is U.S. military history, 
primarily focused on the American Revolution and the 
American Civil War. For the past 20 years he has conduct-
ed archaeological investigations at numerous South Caro-
lina battlefields including, Folly Island, Blackstocks, Wil-
liamson`s Plantation, Musgrove’s Mill, Fort Balfour, Jack-
sonville, Camden, River`s Bridge and the Charleston to 
Savannah Railroad Campaign. His dissertation topic was 
archaeological perspectives of partisan warfare with a 
focus on Francis Marion which included many of the sites 
associated with Francis Marion’s partisan campaign in-
cluding, Dunham`s Bluff, Snows Island, Blue Savannah, 
Black Mingo, Wadboo Plantation, Parkers Ferry, and Fort 
Motte. He has published extensively on the life of Francis 
Marion in a variety of formats. 

 
ARKHAIOS 

The annual Arkhaios Cultural Heritage and Archaeol-

ogy Film Festival has been rescheduled and will be 

held in Hilton Head Island`s Coligny Plaza theater 

Thursday through Saturday, December 1st through 

the 3rd. This is one of two such film festivals in all of 

the United States. 

This year there are some 19 films selected to be 

shown from several dozen submissions and cover 

time periods from the Bronze Age to the current 

day. The final films on each day cover South Carolina 

heritage. Admission is $20 for a three day pass or 

$10 per day. The Festival opens at 1 o’clock each 

day with the end of day at 6:30 PM. 

Complete details and trailers for all the films can be 

found at the website Arkhaios.net. 

OFFICER ELECTION 

Per our Chapter`s by-laws nominations for next year’s offic-

ers are submitted in September, the slate is announced in 

October and the election is held at the November business 

meeting. 

Since the regular October meeting was canceled as a result 

of Hurricane Matthew, the President will honor nomina-

tions for office from the floor. 

In the absence of volunteers, the current staff – Dave Gor-

don as president, George Stubbs as vice president, Bob 

Campbell as secretary and Rita Kernan as treasurer – have 

agreed to stand for office for the 2017 term. 



ARCHAEOLOGY AROUND THE WORLD 

Notorious coin discovered in Deadwood 

Deadwood, South Dakota. The Rapid City Journal 

reports that a notorious and rare 19th century 

U.S. Coin known as a “Racketeer Nickel” has been 

identified in the archaeological collections of the 

Historic Preservation Committee of Deadwood. In 

1883, the U.S. Mint issued a five cent nickel that 

bore a design similar to five dollar gold coins then 

in circulation. Grifters quickly began to gold plate 

the nickels and passed them off as five dollar 

coins. The Racketeer Nickel was recently identi-

fied by coin experts Kevin and Margie Akins dur-

ing their analysis of coins discovered in a 2001 

excavation of Deadwood’s Chinatown district. 

According to Kevin Akins, today fake versions of 

the nickel abound in online auctions. “It’s pretty 

easy to plate a nickel,” says Akins.” It makes such 

a great story, but they`re fakes. None of them has 

the provenance of this particular coin, the Dead-

wood Racketeer Nickel.” 
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Drs. Jon Leader and Eric Poplin examining arti-

facts at the 2016 “What the Heck is It?” event. 

This is the Chapter`s annual artifact identifica-

tion program held in October.     


