
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The month of April was full of archaeological oppor-

tunities. The chapter hosted Jessica Irwin, who gave 

us a very perceptive discussion of her archival and 

diving research on slave ships. The Santa Elena Foun-

dation had the grand opening of their center in Beau-

fort. Santa Elena also held their excellent Scholars' 

Conference on April 15, which brought in very high 

quality experts on the colonization efforts in the 

southeastern US to focus on the Santa Elena colony 

and its context. We even had a replica Spanish galle-

on dock at Port Royal so we could see the sort of ves-

sel used by the Spanish colonists. 

We end our spring series of meetings with a talk by 

Dr. Matt Sanger, who will be describing his planned 

excavations at the Sea Pines shell ring this summer. 

While we will take our traditional summer break from 

chapter meetings June, July, and August, there will be 

opportunities for us to support Dr. Sanger's work. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or want 

to help out. 

Dave Gordon 
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Welcome Dr. Matt Sanger discussing Sea Pines Shell Ring 

MEETING DATES 

The May 2016 meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 24th at 

7:00 PM in Discovery House, Coastal Discovery Museum. 

With our summer sabbatical the next meeting will be held on 

the third Tuesday of September, the 20th.   

SEA PINES SHELL RING 

The Sea Pines Shell Ring was constructed by Na-

tive Americans during the Archaic Period about 

4000 years ago. The Tribe occupied the island 

periodically for about 300 years during which 

they constructed the Shell Ring. Based upon an 

archaeological excavation about 40 years ago 

there is no indication of a village or other build-

ings inside the Shell Ring. Rather it is likely, simi-

lar to other shell rings on the East Coast, it was 

used either for ceremonial purposes or was a 

plaza area with the village outside. All the shells 

were probably only carried a short distance. A 

tidal marsh once flowed through the center of 

Sea Pines and Southern Hilton Head Island and 

was one source of the thousands of oyster, clam, 

whelp and turtle shells, et al that were used to 

build the shell ring. 

This is the site of a 18th or 19th century ship 

wreck near the 18th tee, Harbour Town Golf 

Links. We sailed down Skull Creek and Cali-

bougie Sound for this field trip. SCIAA Mari-

time Division hopes to return to complete 

their exploration of the wreck in the future.  

http://WWW.ASSC.NET


  APRIL MEETING MINUTES 

The President called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM on 
Tuesday, April 19, 2016. A quorum was present. The March 
minutes were approved as distributed. The President re-
ported on behalf of the Treasurer a balance of $1, 111.06 
in the Chapter account. 

BUSINESS: The President reviewed the shell ring excava-
tion project which will begin in late May. The project is 
headed by Dr. Sanger and volunteers are welcome. It was 
also noted that Dr. Sanger is looking for rental housing 
during the project which will accommodate his family. Dis-
cussion followed regarding how the Chapter could poten-
tially promote itself at the dig site. Suggestions of display-
ing the Chapter's banner, or perhaps having brochure in-
formation available for visitors to pick up were offered. It 
was also mentioned that a replica of a 16th century Span-
ish cargo vessel (El Galeon) will be arriving in Port Royal 
Thursday April 21st in celebration of  the 450th anniver-
sary of the Santa Elena settlement. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Jessica Irwin is the Education and Out-
reach Coordinator for the Maritime Research Division of 
the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropol-
ogy. She has a BA in Anthropology from San Jose State 
University and a MA from the University of Rhode Island in 
Maritime Archaeology. The topic of her presentation is 
"Slave Ships". 

From 1650-1860 somewhere between 12 and 18 million 
slaves left Africa, 50% were transported to Brazil. Millions 
more ended up in the Caribbean and southern U.S. Jessica 
reviewed where the slave ships were designed and built  as 
well as the changes in design from 1530 - post 1807. Arti-
facts have been recovered from wreckage sites (22 outside 
of Charleston). Copper bracelets, leg irons/shackles, shell 
necklaces, and beads if found in a ship wreck can be used 
to track where it came from. All slave ships had a signifi-
cant armory, air ventilation, netting to stop jumpers, and 
some were built with exterior copper sheeting. 

Jessica is researching the merchants that were in the slave 
business and involved in commissioning the construction 
of slave ships. Some have been identified to include promi-
nent early American families. 

The horrible living conditions to include disease, lack of 
sanitation, poor food and abusive treatment were dis-
cussed, and the meeting concluded with Q & A. 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM. 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be May 24th at 7:00 
PM at Discovery House, Coastal Discovery Museum. 

Respectfully Submitted : Bob Campbell, Secretary 

DR. MATTHEW SANGER 

 
Matthew C. Sanger is the Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
and Co-Director Public Archaeology Program at Binghamton 
University, Binghamton, New York. He received his PhD from 
Columbia University.  His research interests revolve around 
questions of mobility, landscape, heritage, and community 
formation within Native American societies. He addresses 
these topics through archaeological research, largely in the 
American Southeast, where he studies ancient coastal hunter-
gatherers. 

 
As Co-Director of the MA Public Archaeology program, he 
trains students to work within the public sphere, including ar-
chaeological firms, museums, state and federal agencies, and 
historical societies.  

 
His upcoming work includes surveys and excavations at the Sea 
Pines Shell Ring, which is more than three thousand years old 
and contains some of the earliest evidence for village for-
mation, pottery manufacture, and regional polity creation in 
the United States. 

SATURDAY MEETINGS 

We are considering changing the meeting day of our 

monthly meeting from Tuesday to Saturday at 1:00 PM, 

starting in September. The Museum is agreeable. Member 

comment is invited – positive or negative. Please give the 

President your thoughts - including another meeting day 

which you would prefer. 

FACEBOOK 

Our Facebook editor, Joanne McMenamin, would appreciate 

any articles, comments or pictures anyone would like to con-

tribute about the Chapter, archaeology in general or archaeo-

logical or historical sites we have visited or should visit. Like 

and Share our page on Facebook “Archaeological Society of 

South Carolina Hilton Head Chapter”. 



 GREEN SHELL ENCLOSURE 

The chapter has a long-standing agreement 

with the South Carolina Department of 

Natural resources (DNR) to monitor the 

condition of the Green Shell Enclosure. For 

years Virginia Jordan has maintained the 

watch list of Chapter members who have 

performed the monitoring. Virginia now 

desires to be relieved of her duties. We 

want to give her many thanks for all her 

efforts and for a job well done. 

The duties of the monitor are simple: just 

walk the Enclosure and identify any prob-

lem areas or discrepancies. Then make an 

email report to Brian Long, of the DNR 

staff, indicating any problems which cannot 

be easily corrected by the monitor. Brian’s 

address is “LongB@dnr.sc.gov”. 

Some members who have been monitors 

for several years may wish to relinquish 

their position. So any member who would 

like to volunteer to be a monitor please 

contact the president or the vice president 

and indicate which month you would pre-

fer. If possible we would like to have 12 vol-

unteers.  

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

David Gordon   President  email: dsgordon@hargray.com 
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ARCHAEOLOGY AROUND THE WORLD 

Conservation of Civil War Ironclad Continues 

Conservators at the USS Monitor Center at The 

Mariners` Museum have begun to remove the ma-

rine concretions from the surfaces of the ship`s gun 

turret, which has been soaking in a 90,000 gallon 

treatment tank for five years. The “Daily Press” re-

ports that the conservators will also remove the 

metal shields that line the interior of the turret to 

clean and to look for small artifacts that may have 

been trapped there when the warship sank. Most 

of the shields were blown off in battle, “but there 

are still four or five of them that are mostly intact -  

all on the starboard side of the turret where most 

of the artifacts have been found. So we believe 

there’s a pretty good chance that there are more of 

them waiting to be exposed,” explained senior con-

servator William N. Hoffman. So far, the team has 

recovered a bone- handled knife, a silver table 

spoon, a monkey wrench, a glass tube for a steam 

engine gauge and a cartridge for a naval carbine 

behind the shields. 
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