
LODGING & MEALS 
 

Penn Center’s conference facilities consist 

of charming historic guest houses nestled 

among beautiful and stately live oak trees, 

draped in Spanish moss in a semi-tropical 

climate. Delicious Sea Island and Gullah 

meals will feature seasonal produce from 

neighboring farms, freshly caught local 

seafood and a selection of quality meats 

and poultry. Vegetarian meals are available 

on request.  Three meals will be served 

daily as well as a variety of special event 

meals. 

FAMILY SERVICES 
 

Families are welcome to accompany 

students. A list of off-site accommo-

dations at local hotels, B&Bs, and 

beach houses is available upon re-

quest.  Camping is available nearby 

at Hunting Island State Park. 

 

Penn Center operates a daycare pro-

gram onsite which is available for 

families and offers an excellent sum-

mer program for children 5 to 18 

through our Youth Program for Aca-

demic and Cultural Enrichment.  

 

LIBRARY & COMPUTER  

FACILITIES 
 

Library facilities at the Beaufort County 

Public Library will be available.  Penn 

Center’s archives at the Wilson  library 

at UNC Chapel Hill will also be avail-

able online. 

 

Computers with Internet capabilities will 

be available daily.  Participants will have 

wireless access to the Internet on their 

laptops. 

CALENDAR AND FEES 
July 12– July 16, 2010 

 

Tuition Room and Board $1,600 

Tuition Only  $1,000 

Tuition and Meals Only $1,200 
*All fees are based on 1 week unless noted 

Audits: 

Courses: $60 per class 

Workshops:  $35 per session 

Lectures:  $25 per lecture 
 
Non-refundable deposit of $100 
must be received by June 30, 2010. 
Final balance must be paid by  
July 5, 2010. 
 

Additional fees may be required 

for books ($150) and certain field 

trips. 

 

School districts may request pur-

chase order arrangements. 

 

Penn Center accepts MasterCard, 

Visa and Discover cards.     
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INSTITUTE OFFERINGS 
Courses will support instructional standards 

in teaching fourth, fifth, sixth, eighth, and 

eleventh grade social studies and US history. 

 

History and the Teaching of History 
 

A variety of history based courses on slavery, 

the Civil War, Reconstruction, the history of 

S.C.,  the Gullah language, and the history of 

Penn School   will enhance teachers’ content 

knowledge of African American history.  

Master teachers will lead activities designed 

to present best practices and effective teach-

ing strategies. 

 

Language and the Teaching of  

Language 
 

Language courses will examine the similari-

ties and connections between West Africa, 

the Caribbean and South Carolina. Language 

courses are designed to contribute to an ap-

preciation of the richness and diversity of the 

Gullah culture and language. 

Heritage  
 

Heritage courses and lectures will provide a 

wealth of knowledge and understanding about 

Gullah food, traditions, folkways, genealogy, 

and religion through interactive experiences. 

 

Sea Island Workshops 
 

Workshops will provide teachers with hands-on 

experience with various Gullah art forms, such 

as boat making, net making, basket making, 

textile design, quilting, pottery, environmental 

studies, theater arts, and more. 
 

Field Studies 

 

Students will have the opportunity to visit 

various historic sites and to attend a day 

trip to Charleston to study with primary 

documents, or to visit museums and other 

historic sites.    (Additional Costs) 

REGISTRATION 
 

To enroll in the Gullah Studies Summer Institute, a non-refundable $100 

enrollment deposit is required.  A registration packet, including the Pro-

gram Book with detailed course descriptions, room assignments and perti-

nent information will be mailed.  Room assignments will be made on a 

first-come, first-served basis.  Wheelchair accessible accommodations are 

limited; please note the need on your initial registration form below.  Final 

payment is due by July 5, 2010.  Checks should be made payable to Penn 

Center Inc.  Please return registration form to Penn Center Inc., P.O. Box 

126, St. Helena Island, SC 29920 or fax to Penn at (843)838-8545.  For 

further information, call Penn Center at (843) 838-2432 or send an email 

to info@penncenter.com. 
 

Name__________________________________________________ 

 

Title___________________________________________________ 

 

Organization____________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________ 

      

            ________________________________________________ 

 

City______________________ Day Phone____________________ 

 

State______________     Other Phone_______________ 

 

Zip Code ________________   Fax__________________________ 

 

E-Mail_________________________________________________ 

Method of Payment: 

Check___ Money Order____ Purchase Order No. ______________ 

Credit Card Type: Visa____ MasterCard____  Discover____ 

 

Credit Card No. _________________________________________ 

 

Expiration Date ______________ 

 

Child Care:  Yes___  No___     Youth Program:  Yes____ No_____ 

Handicapped accommodations needed: ___ 

 

Grad Credit ____ Continuing Education _____ No Credit    ____ 

Photos courtesy of Joe Beatty 

Phillip Simmons, Master Blacksmith Dorothy Montgomery, Lowcountry Quilter  Fabric art class with Zelda Grant 

YORK W. BAILEY MUSEUM 
 

The museum at Penn Center provides  

an extraordinary visual experience to 

see the artifacts and photographs from 

the first academic school for emanci-

pated slaves, Penn School, founded in 

1862.  Open daily, the museum book-

store gives visitors access to one of the 

largest collections of books on topics 

related to S.C. African American his-

tory. 

Velma Maia Thomas, instructor 

mailto:info@penncenter.com


A Collaboration of: 
 

Penn Center, Inc. 
South Carolina State University 

University of NC—Chapel Hill 
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Penn Center, Inc. 

6th Annual  

Gullah Studies Institute 

“Teaching African American History:  

  Gullah Culture in the Sea Islands” 
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Penn Center will host the 6th  

Annual Gullah Studies Institute  

on July 12–16, 2010 

 
The Gullah Studies Institute will introduce the 

history and culture of the African Americans in 

South Carolina Sea Islands, particularly at Penn 

School, the first school for emancipated slaves. 

An exciting array of courses will be offered in 

the study of history, Gullah language, culture, 

food, music, heritage, art, and local crafts. The 

Gullah Studies Summer Institute will present in-

sightful cultural offerings to help teachers im-

prove instruction in teaching African American 

history by presenting nationally distinguished 

professors, historians and local speakers. 

 

HISTORIC PENN CENTER 
 

Penn Center is recognized as one of the nation’s 

most significant historic and cultural institutions. 

The organization was founded in 1862 as the first 

academic school for African Americans newly freed 

from slavery. Today the mission of Penn Center is 

to preserve the history and culture of the Sea Islands 

and to play a major role in education and commu-

nity self-reliance throughout southern coastal com-

munities. Penn Center is vitally important to educa-

tors interested in the study of slavery, Reconstruc-

tion and civil rights. Penn Center was important as 

the strategic planning location for Martin Luther 

King, Jr. and leaders of the civil rights movement.  

 

Designated a National Historic Landmark District in 

1974, Penn Center is a repository of historical and 

cultural heritage of the African American Sea Island 

experience. The site is home to the York W. Bailey 

Museum, the Butler Library and a variety of charm-

ing historic cottages that offer comfortable accom-

modations against a backdrop of natural beauty. 

 

 

 

LOCATION 
 

Penn Center is situated on a fifty acre campus on St. 

Helena Island, South Carolina in lovely Beaufort 

County. Nestled beneath the moss draped limbs of mas-

sive live oaks and surrounded by marsh, the historic site 

is the perfect setting in which to offer a summer insti-

tute. The location also offers the added benefits of close 

proximity to the City of Beaufort, Hilton Head Island, 

Charleston, South Carolina and Savannah, Georgia. 

 

                                                        

 

INSTITUTE PARTNERS 

Penn Center partners with South Carolina State Univer-

sity, one of the oldest historical black colleges and uni-

versities in the country, the South Carolina Department 

of Education, the South Carolina Arts Commission, and 

the Wilson Library at the University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill, which has one of the leading folk life 

repositories in the country, including the Penn School 

Historical Collection and Archives.   

 
                                                 

 FACULTY 
  

The Gullah Studies Institute faculty is comprised of na-

tional and regional scholars from some of the most dis-

tinguished colleges and universities in the country.  Our 

faculty is represented by noted historians, linguists, an-

thropologists, authors, educators, and researchers.    

 

REGISTRATION 
 

Institute attendance is diverse and attracts participants 

from across the country.   The Institute is open to educa-

tors, interested individuals and college students.  Regis-

tration is accepted on a first come basis, and we strongly 

recommend early submission of registration fees. 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION &  

GRADUATE CREDIT 
Students may elect to receive pre-service, continuing 

education (CEU) and graduate credit through South 

Carolina State University. 
(All prices subject to change) 

Continuing Education Credit $50.00     10 (contact 

hours) 

CEU Full credit                      $200.00   40 (contact 

hours) 

Application Fee                      $25.00 

 

Graduate Credit for 3 hours   $375.00 

Application Fee      $  25.00 

Photographs by Joe Beatty 

“Remembering our Ancestors” by Amiri Farris 

Gullah Studies Institute Participants 

Dr. Emory Campbell 

Summer 2010 
July 12-16 
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